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Hymenoptera, one South American species living in the nest
of a wasp.
Enderlein gives a classification of the Mantispidce in Stett.
Ent. Ztg. 1910. Brauer wrote on Mantispa.in Verh. ZooL Bot.
Ges. Wien. 1869, and in ZooL Anz. 1887, besides various other
accounts.
In Britain we have no Mantispids.
NYMPHIDJE.
Wings and general appearance very like Myrmeleonidae,
but antennae filiform and not clubbed.
The Nymphidce are entirely confined to Australia. At first
sight one would certainly consider one of these insects to belong
to the Myrmeleonidce, the likeness being very striking (Plate
IV, Fig. 1), but the antennae are simple and not clubbed, and
they are also usually slightly longer than those of the
Myrmeleonids.
The head is large and distinct with biting mouth-parts and
fairly long maxillary and labial palpi. The antennae are fili-
form, nearly half as long as the wings and tapering at their
apices. There are no ocelli. The prothorax is slightly longer
than broad. Legs are well developed, with two tarsal claws
and bilobed empodium. The wings are ample with a venation
very similar to that of the Myrmeleonidce. The costal veinlets
in the region of the pterostigma are very close together and
extend thus from the pterostigma round the apex of wing,
tj                      giving a characteristic appearance. The same formation
occurs in Myrmeleonidce, but usually less noticeably. The
abdomen is slender. The external genitalia of the male are quite
conspicuous, but the claspers are not long and slender as in the
Myrmeleonidce.
The larvae of Nymphes myrmeleonides live in rubbish or on
overturned logs. The body is covered with particles of earth,
so that only the front of the head and jaws are exposed. They
rest motionless, but can move quite rapidly when disturbed.
From the situations in which they occur, their food probably
consists of wood ants. When full fed the larva is two-thirds
of an inch long. The head is furnished with long curved jaws,